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NO ORDINARY LOVE The North TowerDaphne Borland has inherited an old castle from her

grandfatherâ€”provided she marries the earl of Everett, whom she has never met. She has never

seen the castle either, yet she feels a deep connection to it as soon as she arrives there. As she

awaits the arrival of the earl with trepidation, she gets caught up in the events and passions of long

ago and finds herself falling deeply in love with a man who has been dead for a hundred years. The

Dark Rider  Malvern is an ancient house haunted by ghosts, but only a few people can actually feel

and see them. Dinah Riddings, sent there to avoid the measles that have attacked her younger

siblings, is one of them. As she feels the pain and longings of the dark rider and his lady, cruelly

separated two centuries before, she also feels the pull of attraction to the master of the house, who

looks incredibly like the dark rider. The Heirloom In order to celebrate his engagement, John

Chandler drives his girlfriend from London to a remotely situated hotel in West Wales, once the

home of his ancestors. However, when John produces her ring, an old family heirloom, and fits it on

her finger, he finds himself catapulted back in time to become the John Chandler of Regency

England, newly arrived at the house with his new wifeâ€”and dying of consumption.
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Among the novels I've read that deal with protagonists battling their own demons, Mary Dempsey's

"No Ordinary Love" stands out. From the opening lines to its wrenching conclusion, this startling

novel has the ring of truth. "Reality check," author Dempsey says on the first page. Amen to that.

Readers will find themselves dealing with Dempsey's insistence that they confront the naked truths

of her characters' human frailties, especially her heroine, Keara Fitzgerald, who battles substance

addiction, a gripping extramarital affair and the demands of family, while trying to hold her fraying life

together. Dempsey's is a compelling tale of a woman who is truly torn between two men, while

trying to steer clear of her addictions, the safe harbors of her past. Meanwhile, she is trying to serve

as some kind of role model for her teenage daughter. The novel defines the term page-turner. If this

first novel is an example of what is to come from this gifted author, I anxiously await her next book.

It was a fun summer read.

I loved it so much going on 2nd time reading it.
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